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Nando Parrado
Sample Introductions

The following introductions are samples used by various clients.  You may modify one of these introductions or we will work with you to create one for your event.

Introduction 1 
It is with great pleasure that I introduce our keynote speaker. For the past few days we have watched speakers from this podium speak about reaching the summit. In most instances it was a metaphor for the challenges that we face in our industry and professional lives.   Today you are going to have a unique opportunity to hear from an individual who has a story only he can tell.  He will take you through an experience that ultimately ended with success despite all odds.  He will share with you parts of the story that talk about leadership skills, creativity, teamwork and just how much a person can do when they reach really deep inside.  I am proud that “organization” is bringing you this unique presentation.  This is a story that many will recognize but few have an opportunity to hear first hand. 

More than 30 years ago (crash occurred in 1972) ,the world marveled that two young 20 year old men walked out of the Andes Mountains 72 days after their plane had crashed.  One of those men is here with us today. To share his powerful and compelling message with you is Nando Parrado. His presence here today is a testament to the strength that lies within each and every one of us—waiting to be tapped.

Keep in mind that Nando will be happy to answer your questions following his talk.  For that purpose, we will have two microphones already set up.  And now, please join me in welcoming Nando Parrado.

Nando speaks one hour followed by Q&A

Thank you, Nando.  I can’t imagine that there is a person in this room who isn’t deeply moved and somehow changed by hearing your story.  
Again, Nando, thank you.

Introduction 2  
It is with great pleasure that I introduce our keynote speaker.  I first learned of Nando Parrado over two years ago.  When I heard about his incredible story and the reaction of the few audiences he had shared it with, I knew I wanted Nando to speak to our top agents.  Due to scheduling we were not able to pull it off last year, but through our shared persistence, he has been a part of our group this week.

Nando has a powerful and compelling story.  It is one of family, loyalty, friendship, courage, faith and perseverance on a scale that most of us can’t even imagine.  Yet his presence here today is a testament to the strength that lies within each and every one of us—waiting to be tapped.

Keep in mind that Nando will be happy to answer your questions following his talk.  For that purpose, we will have two microphones already set up.  And now, please join me in welcoming Nando Parrado.

Nando speaks one hour followed by Q&A

Thank you, Nando.  I can’t imagine that there is a person in this room who isn’t deeply moved and somehow changed by hearing your story.  

I know we will all remember you and your experience.  In fact, last night, each of our agents received a copy of the only first person account of the event, Miracle in the Andes.  He has graciously agreed to sign your books during our stay.  

Again, Nando, thank you.

Introduction 3  
I gave a lot of thought about the best way to introduce Nando to you this evening.  I could tell you about his many accomplishments in business. I could tell you he is the author of the only first person account of a terrible ordeal, Miracle in the Andes. I could tell you about his role as technical advisor on the movie Alive. I could describe to you his beautiful family and country, which I am privileged to know. I could tell you about how he and I met-- which lead to the development of his speaking career…….but I think what I would rather do is take advantage of the fact that we are on a college campus…….much like Nando was over 30 years ago.  This setting is too perfect so I want each of you to imagine your life, just as it is right now. You are in school, studying hard, hanging out with friends, going to parties, and being with your family. Nothing is out of the ordinary whatsoever. You decide to take a weekend trip with friends and family; a trip you've taken before. You pack, meet at the airport and board the plane. Nothing is out of the ordinary. You're in the plane, having a great time, knowing that soon you will be landing at your destination.  It must be easy to imagine because it is so ordinary.    

The man you're about to meet was in that very same situation over 30 years ago, and what happened on that plane, and for 71 days after, is ANYTHING but ORDINARY. In fact, what you are about to hear is nothing short of EXTRORDINARY. I'm very privileged and very pleased to introduce to you –Nando Parrado.

Introduction 4  

It is with great pleasure that I introduce our keynote speaker. Today you are going to have an exceptional opportunity to hear from an individual who has a story only he can tell.  He will take you through an experience that ultimately ended with success despite all odds.  He will share with you parts of the story that talk about leadership skills, creativity, teamwork and just how much a person can do when they reach really deep inside.  

Thirty five years ago the world marveled that two young 20 year old men walked out of the Andes Mountains 72 days after their plane had crashed.  One of those men is here with us today. To share his powerful and compelling message with you is Nando Parrado. His presence here today is a testament to the strength that lies within each and every one of us—waiting to be tapped.

This is a story that many will recognize but few have an opportunity to hear first hand. I am proud that EDS is bringing you this unique presentation.  It is almost ironic that Nando is here today.  His first corporate presentation ever was to an Inner Circle event in 1995.  Since that time, he has gone on to share this powerful presentation with audiences all over the world.  We are honored to have him back with us.  

Keep in mind that Nando will be happy to answer your questions following his talk.  For that purpose, we will have two microphones already set up.  And now, please join me in welcoming Nando Parrado.

Nando speaks one hour followed by Q&A

Thank you, Nando.  I can’t imagine that there is a person in this room who isn’t deeply moved and somehow changed by hearing your story.  

When you return to your rooms, you will each have a copy of Nando’s new book:  Miracle in the Andes:  72 Days on the Mountain and My Long Trek Home.  
Again, Nando, thank you.
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